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RESTORE THE HARMONY WAY 
BRIDGE ACT 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 3245, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3245) to transfer a bridge over 

the Wabash River to the New Harmony River 
Bridge Authority and the New Harmony and 
Wabash River Bridge Authority, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 3245) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE HONORARY 
PROMOTION OF COLONEL 
CHARLES E. MCGEE TO BRIGA-
DIER GENERAL IN THE UNITED 
STATES AIR FORCE 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. 2052 and that the Senate proceed to 
its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2052) to authorize the honorary 
promotion of Colonel Charles E. McGee to 
brigadier general in the United States Air 
Force. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Van Hollen amendment, 
which is at the desk, be considered and 
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be 
considered read a third time and 
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 933) was agreed 
to as follows: 
(Purpose: To prohibit entitlement to benefits 

by reason of the honorary promotion) 

At the end, add the following: 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON BENEFITS. 

No person is entitled to any bonus, gra-
tuity, pay, or allowance by reason of section 
1. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

The bill (S. 2052), as amended, was 
passed as follows: 

S. 2052 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. AUTHORITY FOR HONORARY PRO-

MOTION OF COLONEL CHARLES E. 
MCGEE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL IN 
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE. 

The President is authorized to issue an ap-
propriate honorary commission promoting to 
brigadier general in the Air Force Colonel 
Charles E. McGee, United States Air Force 
(retired), a distinguished Tuskegee Airman 
whose honorary promotion to that grade has 
the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
Air Force in accordance with the provisions 
of section 1563 of title 10, United States Code. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON BENEFITS. 

No person is entitled to any bonus, gra-
tuity, pay, or allowance by reason of section 
1. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF EMAN-
CIPATION HALL FOR AN EVENT 
TO COMMEMORATE THE 400TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARRIVAL 
OF THE FIRST AFRICAN SLAVES 
TO THE TERRITORY THAT 
WOULD BECOME THE UNITED 
STATES 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 53, which was re-
ceived from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 53) 
authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall for 
an event to commemorate the 400th anniver-
sary of the arrival of the first African slaves 
to the territory that would become the 
United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with 
no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 53) was agreed to. 

f 

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration and that the Senate now 
proceed to S. Res. 263. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 263) honoring the 
100th anniversary of The American Legion. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 263) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed the RECORD of June 25, 2019, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

NATIONAL AIRBORNE DAY 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 294, which was sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 294) designating Au-
gust 16, 2019, as ‘‘National Airborne Day’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 294) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

CAMPUS FIRE SAFETY MONTH 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
295, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 295) designating the 
month of September 2019 as ‘‘Campus Fire 
Safety Month’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I know 
of no of further debate on the measure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the question is, Shall 
the resolution pass? 

The resolution (S. Res. 295) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the preamble 
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be agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY MONTH 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration and that the Senate pro-
ceed to S. Res. 285. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 285) designating Sep-
tember 2019 as ‘‘School Bus Safety Month’’. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 285) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of July 25, 2019, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION—Continued 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume executive session and, notwith-
standing rule XXII, the time between 
now and 3 p.m. be equally divided be-
tween the leaders and their designees. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Indiana. 
WHISTLEBLOWER APPRECIATION DAY 

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, whistle-
blowers play a key role in holding the 
Federal Government accountable for 
waste, fraud, abuse, mismanagement, 
and illegal activity. It is therefore ap-
propriate that even though Whistle-
blower Appreciation Day was yester-
day, we take a moment to pause and 
thank the brave men and women who 
have the courage to speak up when 
they see ways to better or improve our 
government. I want to thank them for 
their efforts to ensure that our govern-
ment never loses sight of why we are 
here—to serve the American people and 
to be good stewards of their resources 
and trust. 

I was also proud to introduce legisla-
tion with Senator MAGGIE HASSAN of 
New Hampshire. Our bill ensures ade-
quate protections for subgrantees—the 
folks on the firing line who are most 
important to revealing when some-

thing is not right. That needs to be 
protected in a way that is ensured so 
that they always feel comfortable com-
ing forward. 

In 1989, Congress approved the Whis-
tleblower Protection Act, thereby ex-
panding whistleblower protections for 
Federal employees and later expanding 
protections for individuals in certain 
private sector employment. 

From time to time, it has been nec-
essary for Congress to refine Federal 
whistleblower laws. We always want 
them to be working. In one such in-
stance, Congress enhanced whistle-
blower protections as part of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act of 
2013 for Federal contractor, subcon-
tractor, and grantee employees on a 
pilot program basis. The program 
worked well, and, in 2016, Congress saw 
fit to make the pilot permanent. It 
makes sense. This is how the process 
should work. Congress saw a problem, 
addressed it on a test basis, evaluated 
it to make sure it was working as it 
should, and moved to make the pro-
gram permanent. 

However, the subsequent amend-
ments in 2016, to make sure the pro-
gram was working, failed to guarantee 
subgrantees were recognized in the leg-
islative text, as necessary, to make 
sure it would work on a technical 
basis. While 2016 amendments explic-
itly included Federal subgrantee em-
ployees, coordinated changes were not 
made in the statute’s related sections. 

I am proud to introduce this legisla-
tion with Senator HASSAN to close this 
gap because it needs to work in all 
cases. S. 2315, the Whistleblower Act, 
clarifies the scope of the protection 
statute specifically as to employees of 
Federal subgrantees who provide pro-
tected disclosures. Subgrantees are 
often in the best position to provide in-
formation regarding wrongdoing as to 
Federal subgrant funds. I am, there-
fore, pleased to play a small role in 
cleaning up our laws so they operate as 
they were intended—to protect whistle-
blowers. 

Finally, we take whistleblowers seri-
ously in my office. If anybody would 
like to assist, contact me through our 
whistleblower assistance line. One can 
email me at 
whistleblower@braun.senate.gov. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Missouri. 
ELECTION SECURITY 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, over the 
past several weeks, we have seen nu-
merous attempts by our colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle to take a se-
rious issue and, frankly, I think, turn 
it into a political football. It is an 
issue on which the Presiding Officer 
and I have spent a lot of time looking 
at what we need to do, in our having 
served on the Committee on Intel-
ligence and, in my case, on the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration, to 
be sure that people have the maximum 
confidence that what happens on elec-
tion day is exactly reflected in the re-
sults. 

Our friends came to the floor last 
week and sought unanimous consent to 
make sweeping changes to the election 
laws of the country. Then they some-
how suggested there was a conspiracy 
that anybody would say no to that. 
Unanimous consent means exactly 
that. It is what we do when we name a 
post office. It is what we do when we 
make decisions that are unanimously 
agreed to. It is usually all it takes to 
get that issue settled. It is not how we 
shape the laws that are at the heart of 
our democracy. It is also not what we 
do, in my opinion, when we try to 
make a point about that. In fact, one of 
the bills on which they sought unani-
mous consent had passed the House. It 
had received exactly one Republican 
vote in the House. So, clearly, it was 
not unanimously consented to over 
there and would not be unanimously 
consented to here. 

This is about press releases, not pol-
icy. In fact, today, the President called 
for us to pass voter ID laws that would 
require voter ID in every State and a 
law that would have a paper trail in 
every State. Right now, I suppose, if I 
were to draft that bill and call for 
unanimous consent under the same 
standard, I should expect my friends on 
the other side to say: Oh, that is some-
thing that others say would help elec-
tions, so I should just be for that and 
be for that immediately. Of course, 
that would not be the case. 

These attempts have all been brought 
to the floor on the basis of saving de-
mocracy—that this is what we need to 
do to save our elections. This is in the 
name of election security, but it is 
really not what it is about at all. Three 
of the bills were about campaign com-
mittees, which are managed by lots of 
laws and may need to be managed by 
more, but how you run a campaign 
committee is not how you secure what 
happens at the voting place on election 
day. 

One of the proposals was for the Fed-
eral Government to secure the personal 
devices of Members of Congress and 
their employees. As the Presiding Offi-
cer and I know, one of the things we do 
on the Committee on Intelligence is to 
put a Fitbit, like this one, on the shelf 
before we go into a meeting. If you 
have a phone like this one, you put it 
on a shelf before you go into a meeting. 

This law would say that the Federal 
Government should secure those per-
sonal devices of mine so there would be 
absolute security so that if they were 
to interact with a Federal system, 
there would be no damage done to that 
system. I guess it would also mean that 
if one of my children were to call me 
on his personal device, whether he lives 
at home or not—and I would, of course, 
take that call immediately—he would 
then have gotten into my personal de-
vice. Would the Federal Government 
need to secure that as well? 

Even if it were appropriate for the 
Federal Government to do that for 
Members and their extended immediate 
networks, I am not sure it is possible. 
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